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Ahold Delhaize USA and Circana Partner to Advance Nutritious Choices Through Guiding Stars Data

Insights
February 4, 2026

New collaboration provides suppliers with data-driven visibility into nutrition trends and
helps make nutritious eating easier for all consumers

SALISBURY, N.C., Feb. 04, 2026 (GLOBE NEWSWIRE) -- Ahold Delhaize USA today
announced a renewed collaboration with Circana, LLC, the preferred data provider for Ahold
Delhaize USA companies, to expand access to Guiding Stars® nutrition data within Circana’s
Attribute Marketplace. This effort will give suppliers greater insight into health and nutrition
trends, empowering them to develop and promote products that help consumers make nutritious
choices across grocery categories.

The collaboration builds on Ahold Delhaize USAs long-standing commitment to supporting
healthier communities by making it easy, convenient and rewarding for shoppers to choose
nutritious foods. By leveraging Circana’s advanced analytics and Guiding Stars’ transparent,
science-based food rating system, Ahold Delhaize USA is helping to create a more connected

food ecosystem — one where data informs innovation and nutritious options become a daily habit.

“At Ahold Delhaize USA, through our Growing Together strategy, we're working to inspire all to
eat and live better for a healthier future for people and planet, and our vendor partners play a
critical role in that journey,” said Keith Nicks, Chief Commercial and Digital Officer, Ahold
Delhaize USA. “Through our work with Circana and Guiding Stars, we're empowering suppliers
with actionable insights that support informed decisions and shared accountability in helping
customers live healthier lives.”
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GUIDING STARS®

NUTRITIOUS CHOICES MADE SIMPLE

Ahold Delhaize USA today announced a
renewed collaboration with Circana, LLC, the
preferred data provider for Ahold Delhaize USA
companies, to expand access to Guiding
Stars® nutrition data within Circana’s Attribute
Marketplace.

The Guiding Stars program, celebrating its 20th anniversary this year, uses a patented algorithm to evaluate the nutritional quality of foods and
beverages. The system awards one, two or three stars based on transparent nutrition criteria, helping consumers quickly identify more nutritious
options in-store and online. Guiding Stars ratings are featured prominently on shelf tags and Ahold Delhaize USA brands’ private brand packaging, as
well as throughout digital shopping experiences, reinforcing the company’s commitment to transparency and helping shoppers make informed choices

wherever and however they shop.

The program is guided by an independent Scientific Advisory Panel and has been featured in numerous academic studies focused on consumer

behavior and public health outcomes.

Through this collaboration, suppliers participating in Circana’s Attribute Marketplace will have access to aggregated Guiding Stars data to analyze
trends in star-earning foods and beverages, identify category opportunities and develop innovation pipelines that align with evolving consumer

preferences for more nutritious options.

“We're proud to partner with Ahold Delhaize USA to bring Guiding Stars data into our Attribute Marketplace,” said Rob Hill, President of Retail for North
America, Circana. “By integrating transparent, science-based nutrition insights into our platform, we're enabling suppliers and retailers alike to make

data-informed decisions that ultimately support healthier lifestyles.”

Guiding Stars appears across all Ahold Delhaize USA brands’ stores, e-commerce platforms and private brand packaging — helping more than 26

million weekly shoppers find foods that nourish their families and communities.
For more information on Guiding Stars, visit www.quidingstars.com.

About Ahold Delhaize USA

Ahold Delhaize USA, a division of international food retailer Ahold Delhaize, is part of a U.S. family of brands that also includes five leading
omnichannel grocery brands: Food Lion, The GIANT Company, Giant Food, Hannaford and Stop & Shop. When considered together, the companies
of Ahold Delhaize USA comprise the largest grocery retail group on the East Coast and the fourth largest in the nation, serving 26 million omnichannel
customers each week. Ahold Delhaize USA was recently recognized as a Top Employer in the U.S. by the Top Employers Institute for the second
consecutive year, underscoring the company’s commitment to cultivating an exceptional, people-centered workplace. For more information, visit

www.adusa.com.

About Circana

Circana is a leader in providing technology, Al and data to fast-moving consumer packaged goods companies, durables manufacturers and retailers
seeking to optimize their businesses. Circana’s predictive analytics and technology empower clients to measure their market share, understand the
underlying consumer behavior driving it and accelerate their growth. Circana’s Liquid Data® technology platform is powered by an expansive,
high-quality data set and intelligent algorithms trained on six decades of domain expertise. With Circana, clients can take immediate action to
future-proof and evolve their growth strategies amid an increasingly complex, fast-paced and ever-changing economy. Learn more at circana.com.
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